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T h e  W a r o f th e  R in g s  T re e lo g y : A n  
E leg y  fo r L o s t In n o cen ce  an d  W o n d er
by Stephen L. Walker
Tr e e s  a r e  a x i o l o g i c a l  to  th e  a e s t h e t i c ,  e t h i c ,  
and m e ta p h y s ic  o f  J .  R. R. T o l k i e n 's  M id d le - e a r th ;  
and  h i s  m a s te rw o rk  may b e  f a i r l y  c a l l e d  a  T re e lo g y .  
T h a t M i d d le - e a r th l in g  p r o p r i e t y  d i c t a t e s  a c h i l d ­
l i k e  in n o c e n c e  and a w onder a t  N a tu re  i s  e v id e n c e d  
by  an in d ic tm e n t  o f  c r e a t u r e  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  N a tu re ,  
f o r  m u rd e r , and i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i th  N a tu r e ,  f o r  
a l i e n a t i o n .  C r e a tu r e s  a r e  b e s e t  w i th  tr a u m a s ,  
c r i s e s ,  and t r a v a i l  b e c a u s e  th e y  h av e  p resum ed  
i n t o  th e  p r o v in c e  o f  t h e  M akers by p r a c t i c i n g  a r t  
and  a g r i c u l t u r e .
E ru  and  th e  V a la r  c r e a t e d  M id d le - e a r th ,  and 
i t  was good and b r i g h t  and  b e a u t i f u l .  Then E ru  
c r e a t e d  e lv e s  and men, m aking  them  l i k e  h im s e l f  
and  th e  V a la r  in  t h a t  th e y  w ere  f r e e  to  do as  th e y  
w o u ld . C r e a tu r e  doom was s im p le :  s te w a r d s h ip
w ould  b r i n g  p e a c e  and  p l e n t y  and c o n te n tm e n t ;  
b u t  p o s s e s s i o n ,  w ar and w an t and  w o rry . Then E ru , 
s e e in g  t h a t  w h a t was was am p le , w ith d re w .
The V a la r  named t h e i r  hom e, th e  w e s te rn m o s t 
o f  l a n d s ,  V a l in o r .  From V a lim a r , t h a t  p a r t  o f  
V a l in o r  w e s t o f  th e  P e l o r i ,  th ro u g h  C a la c i r y a ,  
f lo w ed  e a s tw a r d  th e  L ig h t  o f  th e  Two T r e e s ,
L a u r e l in  and  T e lp e r io n .  H ere  M id d le—e a r t h  was 
m o s t b e a u t i f u l .
T e lp e r io n ,  th e  e l d e r  o f  th e  Two, was th e  e l d e s t  
o f  a l l  t r e e s .  L ik e  th e  moon and th e  s t a r s ,  i t  was 
s i l v e r .  L a u r e l in ,  w h ich  was th e  c o lo r  o f  th e  s u n , 
and  T e lp e r io n  w ere  a t  o n ce  th e  T re e  o f  L i f e ,  th e  
T re e  o f  K now ledge, and  th e  B u rn in g  B ush ; f o r  l i f e ,  
l i g h t ,  k n o w led g e , and  g r a c e ,  th e  M a k e r 's  n u r t u r in g  
and s u s t a i n i n g  p r e s e n c e ,  w ere  t h e i r  f r u i t .  Com­
p le m e n ts ,  th e y  w ere  th e  r e c i p r o c a l  e n e r g i e s  t h a t  
c o u n te r b a la n c e d  e a c h  o t h e r  c y c l i c l y  in  th e  c o n t in u ­
a t i o n  o f  w h a t we now c a l l  s u b s ta n c e  th ro u g h  s p a c e  
and t im e .
A l l  was w e l l  u n t i l  F e a n o r ,  one o f  th e  N o ld o r 
and  th e  g r e a t e s t  e lv e n  a r t i s a n  o f  a l l  t im e ,  made 
s i l i m a  and  f a s h io n e d  th e  s i l m a r i l l i  and th e r e b y  
s e t  i n t o  m o tio n  th e  b e g in n in g s  o f  w h a t becam e th e  
F a l l  o f  M o rg o th , an im p o r ta n t  V a la , and th e  b i r t h  
o f  th e  f i r s t  e v i l  in  M id d le - e a r th .
O r i g i n a l l y ,  a l l  th i n g s  made had  b een  made by 
E ru  and  th e  V a la r ;  b u t  w ith  th e  N o ld o r came 
" im p ro v em en ts"  upon N a tu re  i n  th e  fo rm s o f  th e  
p a l a n t i r i , t h e  s i l m a r i l l i , and  th e  T engw ar. E ach 
o f  t h e s e  in v e n t io n s  was f la w e d  in  t h a t  e a c h  o f  them  
was an i m i t a t i o n  o f  so m e th in g  much g r e a t e r .  The 
p a l a n t i r i  b r o u g h t  p i c t u r e s  to  th e  m in d 's  e y e ,  
p i c t u r e s  o f  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and p o s s i b l e  r e a l i t y .
The s i l m a r i l l i  t r a n s f i x e d  th e  l i v i n g  l i g h t  o f  
L a u r e l in  and T e lp e r io n  in  c o ld  c r y s t a l .  The 
T engw ar, w ords w r i t t e n ,  ro b b e d  th e  sp o k en  w ord 
o f  th o s e  s u b t l e  n u a n c e s  t h a t  g iv e  i t  l i f e .  A l l  
t h r e e  w ere  s e c o n d - g e n e r a t io n  w o n d ers  t h a t ,  by 
c o m p a riso n  w ith  w h a t th e y  d u p l i c a t e d ,  came o f f  a s  
l i f e l e s s  and s a d .
I t  seem s t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  a r t  i n i t i a t e s  
i n  c r e a t u r e s ,  o r  p e rh a p s  o n ly  m akes them  r e c o g n iz e ,  
th e  w an t t o  c o n t r o l  t h a t  w h ich  th e y  i m i t a t e .  The 
m aking o f  a r t i f a c t s  seem s t o  c o n f i rm  th e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  some f la w  i n  c r e a t u r e s .  P e rh a p s  t h i s  s w h a t 
i s  a t  th e  v e ry  h e a r t  o f  th e  n o t io n  o f  h u b r i s ,  a 
c r e a t u r e ' s  o v e r s te p p in g  in t o  t h e  p r o v in c e  o f  th e  
M ak ers . As i s  a lw ay s th e  c a s e ,  th e  N o ld o r" s  in n o ­
v a t i o n s  w ere  m eant t o  b e  u se d  o n ly  f o r  good p u r ­
p o s e s ;  b u t ,  a s  i s  a lw ay s a l s o  th e  c a s e ,  th e y  w ere  
m is u s e d , a s  pow er o f  t h i s  n a tu r e  i s  a lw ays m is u s e d . 
A r t  p r e t e n d s  t o  g iv e  c r e a t u r e s  pow er o v e r  N a tu re  in  
t h a t  i t  d e lu d e s  them  i n t o  t h i n k in g  t h a t  th e y  can  
re s h a p e  N a tu re  a c c o rd in g  to  t h e i r  own v i s i o n .
Pow er m ig h t b e  c a l l e d  th e  " a r t "  o f  c o n fo rm in g  Na­
t u r e  to  th e  w i l l  o f  a  c r e a t u r e .  The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
i s  t r a g e d y .
The s i l m a r i l l i  p ro v e d  to o  s t r o n g  a  t e m p ta t io n  
f o r  M orgo th . Had F e a n o r  n o t  f a s h io n e d  th em , w ould  
M orgoth  h av e  d a re d  p o is o n  th e  T re e s ?  P ro b a b ly  n o t ,  
f o r  th e  T re e s  th e m s e lv e s  w ere  f o u n t a in s  o f  L i f e ,  
t h e  l i v i n g ,  s h in in g  im m anence o f  E ru  i n  c r e a t i o n .
Y e t th e  t e m p ta t io n  to  a r r o g a t e  t h e i r  s e c o n d -h a n d  
l i g h t  p ro v e d  to o  s t r o n g  a l u r e  f o r  h im . The grow ­
i n g ,  l i v i n g  T re e s  w ere  i n  th e  P u b l i c  D om ain; b u t  
t h e  j e w e l s ,  a s  a p r i v a t e  t r e a s u r e  t r o v e ,  w ere  s t e a l -  
a b l e .  G reed  g o t  i t s  s t a r t  b e c a u s e  N a tu re  was dup­
l i c a t e d  i n  a fo rm  t h a t  c o u ld  be  c la im e d  by anyone 
w i th  th e  w i l l  and  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r c e  to  do s o .  Once 
a s im p le  c r e a t u r e  c o u ld  a r r o g a t e  a  d i s t i l l a t i o n  o f  
th e  m ost b e a u t i f u l  in  N a tu r e ,  th e n  N a tu re  i t s e l f  
becam e s e c o n d - b e s t .
M orgoth  c o u ld  n o t  e n jo y  th e  je w e ls  i n  V a l in o r ,  
so  h e  e x i l e d  h im s e l f  and  b r e d  o r e s  and t r o l l s  f o r  
com pany; and  he  r e a r e d  them  i n  h i s  w i l l .  I n  h i s  
own dam ning e v i l  he  s c h o o le d  th em , and  he t a u g h t  
them  t o  k i l l  t r e e s .  H is  s a c r i l e g e  i s  d u p l i c a t e d  
on a l e s s e r  s c a l e  by l e s s e r  c r e a t u r e s  and  i s  an 
a l e r t i n g  s i g n a l  to  t h e  g o o d , o f  o th e r w is e  unknown 
e v i l .
Some o f  th e  N o ld o r ,  n o ta b ly  F e a n o r ,  G a l a d r i e l ,  
and  C e le b r im b o r , a g a i n s t  th e  w is h e s  o f  th e  V a la r ,  
r e t u r n e d  to  M id d le - e a r th  t o  t r y  to  r e s c u e  th e  jew ­
e l s .  One was r e c o v e r e d ,  b u t  th e  o t h e r  two w ere  l o s t  
f o r e v e r .  F e a n o r p e r i s h e d  b e c a u s e  h i s  i n o r d i n a t e  
p r i d e ,  m arked  by h i s  d is o b e d ie n c e  to  th e  V a la r ,  
h ad  d e c re e d  h i s  doom. M orgoth  p e r i s h e d  b e c a u s e  
h i s  e v i l ,  s t r o n g  th o u g h  i t  w a s , was no m atch  f o r  
th e  good he  a f f r o n t e d .  I n h e r e n t  i n  e v i l  i s  s e p a r ­
a t i o n  from  g o o d , b u t  good i s  a l s o  l i f e .  T hus e v i l  
u n w i t t i n g l y  d e f e a t s  i t s e l f  by s e p a r a t i n g  i t s e l f  
from  l i f e .
The V a la r  d id  n o t  p e r m i t  t h e  one r e c o v e r e d  
s i l m a r i l  t o  be  r e t u r n e d  to  M id d le - e a r th .  I n s t e a d ,  
th e y  s e t  i t  i n  th e  h e a v e n s  a s  th e  E v e n s ta r .  I t  
i s  c a l l e d  E a r e n d i l 's  s t a r  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  m ounted  on 
th e  prow o f  h i s  s h ip  w h ich  s a i l s  th e  h e a v e n s  f o r ­
e v e r .  The V a la r  made s u r e  t h a t  i t s  l i g h t  w ou ld  
rem a in  p u b l i c  by s e t t i n g  i t  o u t  o f  th e  r e a c h  o f  
c r e a t u r e s .  I t  i s  t h e r e ,  f r e e  f o r  a l l  who h av e  th e  
e y e s  to  s e e  i t ;  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o ,  s a d l y ,  f o r e v e r  
rem o te  from  M id d le - e a r th .
M orgoth  k i l l e d  th e  p a r e n t s  o f  a l l  t r e e s .  
L a u r e l in  was l o s t  f o r e v e r ,  b u t  a s a p l in g  o f  T e l ­
p e r io n  s u r v iv e d .  I t  w as c a l l e d  G a l a t h i l i o n ,  and 
i t  d id  n o t  s h i n e .  As e a r t h  aged  and p e o p le s  s p r e a d ,  
c r e a t i o n  grew  away from  p r im o r d i a l  g o o d n ess  b o th  
i n  s p a c e  and i n  t im e .  M urder and o th e r  e v i l s  w ere  
a b ro a d . The L ig h t  o f  th e  P re s e n c e  o f  E ru  had  b een  
e x t i n g u i s h e d ,  and i t s  c l o s e s t  a p p ro x im a t io n  made 
re m o te  by  th e  G u a rd ia n s . G a l a t h i l i o n  grew  in  
E r e s s e a ,  an  i s l a n d  o nce  rem oved from  V a l in o r .
W este rn m o st o f  th e  m o r ta l  la n d s  was E le n n a , 
and  on E le n n a  grew  N im lo th  w h ich  was a d e s c e n d a n t  
o f  G a l a t h i l i o n .  E le n n a  h ad  b e e n  g iv e n  to  th e  
E d a in , t h e  D u n ed a in , f o r  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  th e  b a t t l e  
a g a i n s t  M o rgo th . The D uneda in  c a l l e d  E le n n a , 
Num enor. From N um enor, I s i l d u r  c a r r i e d  a  s a p l in g  
o f  N im lo th  t o  M inas A n o r, l a t e r  re -n am ed  M inas 
T i r i t h ,  w here  th e  t r e e  w h ich  s p r o u te d  had  no i n d i ­
v i d u a l  name o f  i t s  own b u t  was c a l l e d  s im p ly  The 
W hite  T re e .
E ach s u c c e s s iv e  rem o v a l o f  T e l p e r i o n 's  d e ­
s c e n d a n ts  from  V a l in o r  w i tn e s s e s  a d e g e n e r a t io n .  
G a l a t h i l i o n  d id  n o t  s h i n e ;  b u t  th e  E ld a r  o f  E re s s e a  
w ere  im m o r ta l and rem em bered T e lp e r io n .  N im lo th  
was l e s s  to  men, f o r  th e y  w ere  l e s s .  They w ere  
m o r ta l  and  E le n n a  was f a r t h e r  from  C a l a c i r i a n .  The
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W hite  T re e  o f  G ondor i s  s t i l l  a  t a l i s m a n i c  l i n k  
w i th  th e  W e s t,  b u t  th e  t r e e  d o es  n o t  s h in e  and  i t s  
i d e n t i t y  i s  g e n e r i c  r a t h e r  th a n  s p e c i f i c .  I t s  
d i s t a n c e  i n  tim e  and  s p a c e  from  th e  F i r s t  Days i n  
V a l in o r  r e f l e c t s  m a n 's  d i s t a n c e  from  G e n e s is .
The W h ite  T re e  i s  th e  W e s t 's  a p p r o b a t io n  o f  
r i g h t  r u l e  i n  G ondor. W h ile  t h e  T re e  f l o u r i s h e s ,  
G ondor, r i g h t f u l  a u t h o r i t y ,  and  th e  k in g  f l o u r ­
i s h e s .  When th e  k in g  d i e s ,  G ondor d e c l i n e s  and  th e  
T re e  w i t h e r s .  When th e  G re a t  P la g u e  r a v a g e s  G ondor 
and  K ing T e le m a r d i e s ,  TA 1 636 , th e  W h ite  T re e  
d i e s .  I n  TA 1640 K ing T a ro n d o r  a s c e n d s  t o  th e  
th r o n e  and  p l a n t s  a s e e d l i n g .  G ondor f l o u r i s h e s  
u n t i l  TA 2852 when B e le c th o r  I I  d i e s .  The W h ite  
T re e  d i e s  and  no s a p l i n g  c a n  b e  fo u n d  u n t i l  G a n d a lf  
le a d s  A ra g o rn  t o  th e  s a p l i n g  on th e  s l o p e s  o f  
M in d o u l l in  i n  TA 3019 .
A ra g o rn  f i n d in g  th e  W h ite  T re e  i s  A ra g o rn  
f i n d in g  h im s e l f .  N ew borns , A ra g o rn  and  h i s  d o u b le ,  
th e  T r e e ,  a r e  o n e . G a n d a lf ,  th e  g u id e  from  th e  
W e s t, l e a d s  A ra g o rn  t o  th e  'W e s t 's  to k e n  o f  a p p r o v a l .  
G a n d a lf ,  a  G u a rd ia n  an d  a s t e w a r d ,  crow ns and  r e ­
crow ns A ra g o rn . F o r  y e a r s  th e  s e e d  h a d  re m a in e d  
h id d e n ,  unknow n, i n  th e  c c l d ,  a s  A ra g o rn  h a d  s p e n t  
y e a r s  h id d e n  in  R iv e n d e l l  and  w a n d e r in g  an o n y m o u sly  
i n  t h e  N o r th . (A ra g o rn  m eans "man o f  t h e  t r e e "  o r
" r o y a l  t r e e . " )  A ra g o rn  com es i n t o  h i s  k ingdom  and 
h e  w eds A rw en. The t r e e  b lo s s o m s  an d  th e y  h av e  
c h i l d r e n .  G ondor f l o u r i s h e s .
A rag o rn  and  th e  T re e  a r e  th e  b e s t  o f  th e  W est 
t h a t  s u r v iv e s  i n  t h e  E a s t .  The Two T re e s  a r e  d e a d , 
and  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n ts  do n o t  s h i n e .  I s i l d u r  and 
A n a r io n  a r e  d e a d ,  and  A ra g o rn  i s  o n ly  a shadow  o f  
th em . The h e r o i c  ag e  h a s  p a s s e d .  The w o r ld  i s  
w in d in g  down.
G ondor i s  r e c o g n iz e d  by th e  W est a s  one  c e n t e r  
o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The W h ite  T re e  i s  one  a x i s  a b o u t 
w h ich  a k ingdom  and  a p e o p le  r e v o l v e .  The o th e r  
t r e e  t h a t  l i n k s  M id d le - e a r th  w i th  th e  W est i s  th e  
M a llo rn  i n  th e  P a r t y  F i e l d  i n  H o b b ito n . The 
M a llo rn  i n  th e  S h i r e  came to  b e  known a s  th e  New 
P a r t y  T re e  b e c a u s e  i t  r e p l a c e d  th e  t r e e  u n d e r  
w h ich  B i lb o  d is a p p e a r e d  a f t e r  h i s  1 1 1 th  b i r t h d a y  
p a r t y .
The h i s t o r y  o f  th e  P a r t y  T re e s  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  
o f  th e  W hite  T re e .  S a ru m a n 's  la c k e y s  h a d  f e l l e d  
t r e e s  th r o u g h o u t  th e  S h i r e  w h i le  th e  f o u r  h o b b i t s  
w ere  away S o u th . They h ad  p r o b a b ly  f e l l e d  th e  O ld 
P a r t y  T re e  j u s t  a f t e r  im p r i s o n in g  W il l  W h i t f o o t .  
W h i t f o o t ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  th e  f i r s t  h o b b i t  p u t  i n t o  
th e  L o c k h o ld s  by  S h a r k e y 's  m en, was th e  M ayor o f  
M ic h a e l D e lv in g ,  a n d , a s  s u c h ,  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
o f  r i g h t f u l  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  S h i r e .  The t r e e  i s  
k i l l e d ,  th e  m ayor im p r i s o n e d ,  and  th e  S h i r e  r a v a g e d .  
( R e c a l l  t h a t  i n  SA 3429 S a u ro n  h a d  a t t a c k e d  G ondor 
and b u rn e d  th e  W h ite  T re e .  S a u ro n , a  s e r v a n t  o f  
M o rg o th , h ad  r e p e a t e d  M o rg o th 's  s i n ,  a s  d o e s  S a r u -  
m a n .)
Sam r e t u r n s  t o  th e  S h i r e  a f t e r  th e  w ar and  i s  
h e a r tb r o k e n  a t  s e e in g  so  many t r e e s  d e s t r o y e d .  He 
rem em bers G a l a d r i e l ' s  P a r t i n g  G i f t  and  i s  soon  
r e p l a n t i n g  th e  S h i r e .  I t  i s  t h e  s e e d  t h a t  G a la d -  
r i e l  g av e  him  t h a t  he  p l a n t s  w h e re  th e  O ld  P a r t y  
T re e  h a d  s to o d .
The M a l lo rn  i s  a  s p e c i e s  t h a t  seem s to  h av e  
g row n , u n t i l  t h i s  t i m e ,  o n ly  i n  L o t h l o r i e n .
G a l a d r i e l  s i n g s  o f  h a v in g  d re a m t o f  " g o ld e n  le a v e s "  
and  " g o ld e n  le a v e s  t h e r e  w e re  . . .  i n  E ld a m a r ."  
P e rh a p s  M e lly rn  g rew  t h e r e  t o o ,  b u t  H a ld i r  s a y s ,
" i f  t h e r e  a r e  m a l l o r n - t r e e s  b ey o n d  th e  G r e a t  S e a , 
none h av e  r e p o r t e d  i t . "  L o t h l o r i e n  i t s e l f  i s  an  
e n c h a n te d  re a lm  c r e a t e d  by  th e  pow er o f  G a l a d r i e l ,  
fo c u s e d  th ro u g h  th e  R in g  o f  A dam ant, N enya , g iv e n  
h e r  by C e le b r im b o r .
F i r s t  F e a n o r  made th e  s i l m a r i l l i , th e n  C e le ­
b r im b o r  f o r g e d  th e  r i n g s  w h ich  f u r n i s h e d  S a u ro n  
w ith  th e  n e c e s s a r y  b a c k g ro u n d  m a t e r i a l  f o r  th e  
m aking  o f  th e  One R in g . A g a in  e lv e n  a r t i s a n s h i p  
i s  l i n k e d  w ith  th e  te m p ta t io n  o f  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s .
N enya " g l i t t e r e d  l i k e  p o l i s h e d  g o ld  o v e r l a i d  
w i th  s i l v e r  l i g h t  ( s i l v e r  and  g o l d ) , and  a w h i te -  
s t o n e  tw in k le d  in  i t  a s  i f  th e  E v e n - s t a r  h ad  come 
down to  r e s t  upon h e r  hand  . . . .  The pow er o f  
th e  la d y  i s  on . . . C a ra s  G a la d o n , w h ere  G a la d ­
r i e l  w ie ld s  th e  E lv e n  r i n g . "  The s i l v e r  b o le d  and 
g o ld e n  l e a f e d  M e lly rn  w e re , t h e r e f o r e ,  G a l a d r i e l ' s
b e s t  e f f o r t s  a t  b r i n g i n g  th e  g o ld  and  s i l v e r  l i g h t  
o f  E a r e n d i l ' s  s t a r  down to  l i f e  on M i d d le - e a r th .
The p h i a l  t h a t  G a l a d r i e l  g iv e s  F ro d o  b r e a k s  
th e  s p e l l  o f  th e  W a tc h e rs  and  su b d u e s  S h e lo b .  I t  
i s  f i l l e d  w i th  th e  w a te r  o f  G a l a d r i e l ' s  m i r r o r  
w h ich  c a p tu r e s  th e  l i g h t  o f  E a r e n d i l ' s  s t a r .  The 
t h r e a d  o f  C a l c i r i a n  L ig h t  d i s p e l l i n g  d a rk n e s s  and 
i n s p i r i n g  p e r s e v e r a n c e  to w a rd  r e b i r t h  i s  woven 
th r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y  and  i s  s t i l l  t h e  w arp  and  w e f t  
o f  t h e  m e ta p h y s ic a l  c l o t h  o f  th e  M id d le - e a r th  o f  
th e  F o u r th  Age.
When Sam r e t u r n s  he  p l a n t s  t h e  s e e d ,  becom es 
M ayor, and  r e s t o r e s  o r d e r .  The s e e d l i n g  s p r o u t s  
and  Sam m a r r ie s  R o s ie .  The t r e e  b lo s so m s  and  
R o s ie  and  Sam h a v e  c h i l d r e n .  The S h i r e  f l o u r i s h e s  
and  b u rg e o n s  t r e e s .  W hat t h e  W h ite  T re e  i s  t o  
A ra g o rn , t h e  New P a r t y  T re e  i s  t o  Sam.
The M a llo rn  p r e s e r v e s  t h e  memory o f  L o r ie n  
in  t h e  S h i r e .  As s h e l t e r ,  i t  h ad  p r o t e c t e d  and  
house- th e  G a la d r im . I t  h ad  p r e s e r v e d  le m b a s , 
way b r e a d ,  w h ich  was w rap p ed  i n  i t .  The M a l lo rn ,  
i n  p r e s e r v in g  way b r e a d ,  p r e s e r v e s  th e  s t a f f  o f  
l i f e ,  b r e a d ,  and  t h e r e f o r e ,  l i f e  i t s e l f .
Sam, w i th  t h e  e a r t h  o f  G a l a d r i e l ' s  o r c h a r d ,  
r e - t r e e s  t h e  S h i r e .  I n  t h i s  r o l e  h e  r e s e m b le s ,  
p a r a l l e l s ,  T r e e b e a r d ,  who i s  a  t r e e h e r d .  As no 
one i n  t h e  w id e  w o r ld  c a r e s  f o r  t r e e s  a s  T r e e -  
b e a r d  d o e s ,  so  d o e s  no one i n  th e  S h i r e  c a r e  f o r  
t r e e s  a s  Sam d o e s .  Sam, a s  M ayor, i s  th e  s te w a r d  
o f  th e  S h i r e .  T r e e b e a r d ,  a s  th e  E n t ,  i s  th e  
s te w a r d  o f  a l l  t r e e s .
T r e e b e a rd  i s  e l d e s t ,  and  E n ts  a r e  th e  o l d e s t  
l i v i n g  s p e c i e s  i n  M id d le - e a r th .  E n ts  n o t  o n ly  
c a r e  f o r  th e  f o r e s t  i t s e l f  b u t  a l s o  p r o t e c t  o th e r  
c r e a t u r e s  from  i t s  e v i l s .  T re e b e a rd  i s  th e  n a t u r a l  
M i d d le - e a r th l y  p a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  Two T r e e s ;  o r ,  he 
and  F im b r e t h i l  a r e  th e  n a t u r a l  c o u n t e r - c h a r a c t e r s  
to  th e  Two T r e e s .  S a d ly ,  t h e r e  i s  o n ly  o n e  o f  each  
r e m a in in g .
In  th e  b e g in n in g ,  t h e r e  w ere  e n tw iv e s  a s  w e l l  
a s  e n t s ;  and  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  th e y  c a l l e d  e n t i n g s .  
T o g e th e r  th e y  s t r o l l e d  th r o u g h  th e  woods and  sa n g  
to  th e  t r e e s ;  and  th e  t r e e s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e i r  
lo v e  and  a t t e n t i o n .  T h e i r  jo y  o v e r f lo w e d ,  and  in  
la n g u a g e ,  t a u g h t  them  by  th e  e l v e s ,  th e y  aw akened  
to  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o t h e r  co m m u n ic a tiv e  l i f e  i n  N a tu re .  
They becam e th e  v e h i c l e  th r o u g h  w h ich  e l v e s ,  men, 
w iz a r d s ,  and  h o b b i t s  c o u ld  sp e a k  d i r e c t l y  w i th  
N a tu r e .
The e n t s  a r e  th e  r e s e r v o i r  o f  th e  p a s t .  They 
a re  l o r e .  T h e i r  la n g u a g e  i s  h i s t o r y ,  and  t h e i r  
e y e s  a r e  th e  v i s i b l e  w e l l s  o f  w h a t h a s  gone  b y . 
T h e i r  s e p a r a t i o n  p a r a l l e l s  o u r  s e p a r a t i o n  from  
N a tu r e ,  and  a l l  u n n a t u r a l  s e p a r a t i o n s .  T r e e b e a r d 's  
e y e s  tw in k l e ,  s t a r - l i k e ,  w i th  j o y ,  a t  t im e s ;  b u t  
a l s o ,  a t  t i m e s ,  M erry  and  P ip p in  s e e  t h a t  d eep  
w i t h i n  th o s e  s t i l l  w a te r s  r u n s  a v e in  o f  s o r ro w . 
T re e b e a rd  h a s  e v e r  p r e s e n t  w i t h i n  h im s e l f  t h e  co n ­
s c i o u s n e s s  o f  h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  from  F i m b r e t h i l ,  an 
a b id in g  a w a re n e s s  o f  in c o m p le t e n e s s .  He lo o k s  t o ­
w ard  th e  d ay  when h e  and  F im b r e t h i l  w i l l  o n ce  a g a in  
w alk  t o g e t h e r  in  a  l a n d  w h ere  th e y  c a n  b o th  be  
c o n te n t .
T h e re  i s  an e n ig m a t ic  p a r a l l e l  p a ra d o x  h e r e .  
Man, t o o ,  s e p a r a t e s  h i m s e l f ,  o r  i s  s e p a r a t e d  fro m , 
h i s  wombs; and  man lo n g s  to  r e t u r n .  Man i s  b o r n ,  
i n d i v i d u a t e s  h i m s e l f ,  l e a v e s  hom e, and  th e n  sp e n d s  
h i s  l i f e  lo n g in g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  an  a t - o n e m e n t  w i th  
N a tu r e ;  b u t  h i s  and  N a t u r e 's  w ays a r e  p a r t e d .  
T re e b e a rd  i s  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  w ars  and  th e  ways 
o f  men; and  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s ,  e v e n  e l v e s ,  c a r e  
l i t t l e  f o r  th e  f o r e s t s  a s  T re e b e a rd  d o e s .  The 
f o r e s t  i t s e l f  h a s  becom e d iv i d e d  i n t o  s m a l l  p a t c h e s ,  
and  n o t  a l l  th e  p a tc h e s  a r e  g o o d .
T h is  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  w ays b e g a n  w i th  th e  e n t s  
th e m s e lv e s .  The e n tw iv e s  becam e r e s t l e s s  and  d i s ­
c o n te n t  w i th  th e  f o r e s t .  They w a n te d  th e  t r e e s  to  
l i s t e n  t o  them  and  t o  obey  th e m , f o r  th e y  d e s i r e d  
o r d e r  and  w a n te d  th i n g s  to  re m a in  w h ere  th e y  h ad  
p u t  th em . T h is  n o t i o n  was in c o m p a t ib le  w i th  th e  
E n t s '  i d e a  o f  f re e d o m , so  t h e  e n tw iv e s  l e f t  th e  
f o r e s t  and  w e n t t o  th e  p l a i n s  and  p r a i r i e s  and  b e ­
gan  g a r d e n in g .  T h e re  th e y  tam ed  N a tu re  a n d , i n  
a s e n s e ,  th e y  tam ed  m an; f o r  th e y  t a u g h t  man 
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  w h ich  e n a b le d  him  t o  s e t t l e  down, an d , 
i n  t u r n ,  to  o r d e r  N a tu r e .
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The e l v e s  g a v e  man a r t  and  th e  e n tw iv e s  a g r i ­
c u l t u r e .  B o th  g i f t s  c a t a l y z e d  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and  
c u l t u r e ,  b u t  b o th  f r a u g h t  so r ro w  and  d a n g e r .  They 
g a lv a n iz e d  man a g a i n s t  p r i m o r d i a l  N a tu re  and  e n ­
a b le d  h im  t o  s t a n d  a l o n e ,  a p a r t ,  and  a l o o f  from  i t ;  
b u t  th e y  t e a s e d  h im  i n t o  a r r o g a n c e .  A g r i c u l t u r e  
i s  im bued  w i th  th e  n o t i o n  o f  r i g h t f u l  a u t h o r i t y .  
A u th o r i t y  i s  p r e s e n t  i n  h e r d i n g  f l o c k s ,  b u t  much o f  
t h e  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  and  a d v e n tu r o u s  i s  s t i l l  p r e s e n t  
i n  t h e  n om ad ic  l i f e  o f  th e  h e rd s m a n . A u th o r i t y  
t h a t  c o n s t r a i n s  N a tu re  i n t o  g a rd e n  row s p o r t e n d s  
th e  com m anding o f  s o l d i e r s  i n t o  r a n k s  o f  human 
v e g e t a b l e s  who w i l l  r e s p o n d  w i th o u t  t h i n k i n g .  
R ig h te o u s  a u t h o r i t y  may b e  r i g h t ,  b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  
s a d ;  and  i t  i s  d a n g e ro u s .
As h a r v e s t e r ,  th e  c u l t i v a t o r  p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  he  
w as n o t  o f  N a tu r e ,  b u t  o v e r  i t ;  a n d , t h e r e f o r e ,  
n o t  c o n t i n g e n t  upon  i t ,  b u t  i t  upon  h im . A r t  and  
a g r i c u l t u r e  a r e  b i t t e r s w e e t  i r o n i e s ,  b l e s s i n g s  and  
c u r s e s .  Men p a i n t  p i c t u r e s  o f  t r e e s  and  w r i t e  a b o u t 
t r e e s  t o  make an  " a r t "  m ore p r e c i o u s  th a n  t r e e s  
th e m s e lv e s .  Man c l e a r s  f o r e s t s  t o  make way f o r  
g r a i n  f i e l d s  and  h o u s in g  t r a c t s .  We p r e f e r  b l a n d ,  
p a b lu m - l ik e ,  i n s e c t i c i d e d  v e g e t a b l e s  from  d i s t a n t  
g a rd e n s  t o  th e  f r e s h ,  w i ld  f r u i t s  t h a t  we m i g h t ,  i f  
we d a r e d ,  p ro g  f o r  o u r s e l v e s .  I t  g a l l s  u s  t o  have  
t o  u s e  i n s e c t i c i d e s  and  a r t i f i c i a l  f e r t i l i z e r s  i n  
o r d e r  to  f e e d  a l l  th e  p e o p le  on e a r t h ,  to  h a v e  to  
c o n t r o l  n a t u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e .
T r e e b e a r d  w o u ld  n o t  c o e r c e  t r e e s ,  o r  e n tw iv e s ,  
o r  h o b b i t s ,  o r  e n t s . O ld  Man W illow  w as n o t  so  
r e t i c e n t .  T r e e b e a rd  and  O ld  Man W illo w  show u s  th e  
good an d  th e  e v i l  p o s s i b l e  i n  N a tu re  an d  o u r s e l v e s .  
E ach  i s  t h e  c o n s c ie n c e  and  c o n s c io u s n e s s  o f  h i s  
r e s p e c t i v e  f o r e s t ,  and  e a c h  co m m u n ica te s  w i th  th e  
w o r ld  o u t s i d e  h im s e l f  and  c a u s e s  t h a t  w o r ld  to  r e ­
e v a l u a t e  i t s e l f .
O ld  Man W illo w , th o u g h  p o t e n t i a l l y  m o b i le  and  
p r o b a b ly  an  e n t  w i th  a  b a d  h e a r t ,  r o o t s  h im s e l f  
and  s t a g n a t e s .  He u s e s  s p e e c h  a s  Sarum an d o e s ,  to  
s p e l l b i n d .  W ith  m o n o l i t h i c  m a l ic e  h e  c o n t o r t s  th e  
O ld  F o r e s t  and  m akes i t  f o r c e  th e  h o b b i t s  to w a rd  
h im . H is  a rm s , w illo w  l im b s ,  h a v e  w rap p ed  —  r a p t  
- -  h im  up i n  h i m s e l f ;  and  h e  i s  f e s t e r i n g  i n  h i s  
own r o t .  He d ro n e s  a p a r a l y z i n g  d i r g e  t h a t  l i t e r ­
a l l y  m akes d ro n e s  o f  h i s  c a p t i v e s  and  e n g u l f s  them  
a s  h i s  body  d o e s .  He d o e s  n o t  u s e  h i s  l e g s  to  
co n v ey  him  a b o u t ,  b u t  t o  t r y  t o  drow n F ro d o .
T r e e b e a r d ,  on th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  a  d e l i g h t f u l  
g a d a b o u t .  He g o s s i p s ,  and  e x h o r t s ,  and  e d u c a t e s ,  
aw ak en in g  th e  h o b b i t s  t o  t r e e s  an d  th e  e n t s  to  
S a ru m a n 's  e v i l .  He a r o u s e s  th e  e n t s ,  y e t  h e  r e ­
s t r a i n s  h im s e l f  from  i n t r u d i n g  upon t h e i r  w i l l s .
When M erry  and  P ip p in  f i r s t  m e e t h im , th e y  r e ­
c a l l  t h e i r  n e a r  c a la m i t y  w i th  O ld  Man W illo w  and  
w o n d er w h e th e r  t h e i r  m e e tin g  w i th  T r e e b e a rd  w i l l  
r e p e a t  i t ,  b u t  T re e b e a rd  a l l a y s  t h e i r  f e a r s .  He 
lo o k s  them  i n  t h e  e y e  and  t e l l s  them  t h a t  h e  w i l l  
do n o th in g  to  them  b u t  t h a t  th e y  m ig h t a l l  do som e­
t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  A w o r ld  p a r e n t ,  a s  F a th e r  N a tu r e ,  
h e  c a r r i e s  them  i n  h i s  arm s a s  b a b e s  and  l a t e r  
n u r t u r e s  them  to  a d u l th o o d  w i th  d r a u g h t s  t h a t  i n ­
c r e a s e  t h e i r  s t a t u r e .  As t h e  S e n io r  C i t i z e n  he  
i n s p e c t s  and  c e r t i f i e s  t h e i r  c r e d e n t i a l s , a s k in g  
and  a n s w e r in g  q u e s t io n s  w i th  them . D e l ig h t e d ,  h e  
p r e s e n t s  them  p e r s o n a l l y  t o  h i s  p e e r s  and  s p o n s o r s  
t h e i r  s p e c i e s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  O ld  L i s t .
E a r l i e r ,  th e  h o b b i t s  w ere  e m b a r r a s s e d  when in  
t h e  company o f  th e  r e c o g n iz e d  s p e c i e s .  B o ro m ir 
r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  w id e  w o r ld  when h e  g u ffa w e d  B i l b o 's  
o f f e r  t o  c a r r y  th e  R ing  t o  O ro d ru in .  E ach  t im e  th e  
h o b b i t s  h a d  b e e n  in t r o d u c e d  to  th e  o l d e r ,  s e e m in g ly  
ja d e d  p e o p le s ,  th e y  h ad  b e e n  u n d e r r a t e d  a s  h a t  f l i n g s . 
T r e e b e a r d ,  aw akened  by th e  h o b b i t s ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  o f  t h e  w o r l d 's  aw ak en in g  t o  an d  by them . T h e re  
i s  m ore i n  th e m , and  i n  t h e  w o r ld ,  th a n  m e e ts  th e  
e y e .  T r e e b e a rd  s e e s  t h i s  i n  them  an d  th e y ,  th ro u g h  
h im , s e e  t h i s  in . N a tu r e .
As e q u a l  c i t i z e n s  w i th  an  e q u i t y  i n  th e  f u t u r e ,  
th e y  o f f e r  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  l o r d s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  
T h eo d en , r e c e p t i v e  t o  w o n d e r , r e s p e c t s  M e rry , aw ak­
e n s  M erry ; and  M erry , aw ak en ed , p r e s e r v e s  Eowyn by  
b r e a k in g  th e  s p e l l  w h ich  k n i t s  th e  N azg u l t o g e t h e r .  
P i p p i n 's  p r e s e r v i n g  F a ra m ir  from  D e n e th o r 's  mad­
n e s s  p a r a l l e l ' s  M e r r y 's  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  w o n d er b e ­
g e t t i n g  w onder and  i s  a n o th e r  ex am p le  o f  i n n o c e n c e 's  
o n t o l o g i c a l  p r i m i t i v e n e s s  r e v e a l i n g  i t s  r i g h t e o u s  
a sc e n d a n c y  o v e r  m a l ic e  and  th e  m adness r e s u l t a n t  
from  a c r e a t u r e ' s  o v e rw e e n in g  p r i d e .
S in c e  th e  e n tw iv e s  h av e  d e p a r t e d ,  T r e e b e a rd  h a s  
h ad  to  i n c o r p o r a t e  b o th  fe m a le  and  m a le  t r a i t s .
E n ts  no lo n g e r  m a tu re  from  e n t i n g s ;  th e y  m etam o r­
p h o se  fro m  t r e e s .  H uorns a r e  t h e  a d o le s c e n t  e n t s  
o f  th e  p r e s e n t .  H uorns e x i s t  i n  t h a t  t w i l i g h t  b e -  
b e tw e n  dum bness and  f u l l  e n th o o d .  They w a lk  and 
t a l k  and  p la y  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  th e  w a r ;  b u t  th e y  a r e  
w i l d ,  w i ld  e v e n  by T r e e b e a r d 's  s t a n d a r d s .  H uorns 
a r e  g ro w in g  b o th  w a y s , i n t o  and  o u t  o f  e n th o o d .
N a tu r e ,  i n  th e  e n t s ,  i s  d iv i d e d  an d  c o n f u s e d ,  w i ld ;  
b u t  N a tu re  e n d u r e s .  I t  to o  i s  s a d ,  y e t  i t  p e r s e v e r e s .
T o lk i e n ,  l i k e  T r e e b e a r d ,  d o e s  n o t  o f f e r  a n s w e rs .  
He m e r e ly  a r t i c u l a t e s  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  a ro u s e  us and  
c h a l l e n g e  u s .  H av in g  come a lo n g  way from  F a n g o rn  
F o r e s t  an d  s p e a k in g  w i th  T r e e b e a r d ,  we aw aken to  
f i n d  o u r  s e l v e s  p e r v e r t e d .  We r a z e  f o r e s t s  t o  b u i l d  
h o u s e s  an d  th e n  p l a n t  t r e e s  to  sh a d e  and  p r o t e c t  
o u r  h o u s e s  w h ic h  a r e  t r e e  s k e l e t o n s .
We f i n d  o u t s e l v e s  M o rg o th ia n  i n  o u r  mad r e p e ­
t i t i o n  o f  th e  p r im e v a l  p r im e  e v i l ,  d e f o l i a t i n g  t r e e s  
i n  o u r  V ie t-N a m s , d e s t r o y in g  v i l l a g e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
s a v e  th em , and  s p i r a l i n g  o u r  d e f e n s e  b u d g e ts  h ig h e r  
and  h i g h e r .  We a r e  o r d e r in g  e a c h  o t h e r  a b o u t  from  
i s o l a t e d ,  p o l a r i z e d  i s l a n d s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  E s t r a n g e d  
from  o u r  s e l v e s ,  and o u r  n e ig h b o r  s e l v e s ,  we c r a v e  
th e  F i r s t  Days when we w ere  one  i n  awe o f  N a tu re  
and  o f  o u r s e l v e s  i n  o u r  a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  I t ,  
when we w e re  i n n o c e n t ,  and  e q u a l ,  and  w o n d e r f i l l e d .
T h e re  i s  hope  f o r  o u r  r e t u r n  to  t h a t  c h i l d l i k e ­
n e s s ,  f o r  G a l a d r i e l ,  o f  th e  N o ld o r ,  h a s  g iv e n  u s ,  
t h e  Sams o f  t h e  F o u r th  A ge, o u r  A ge, no t r i n k e t s  o r  
b a u b le s  o f  e lv e n  a r t i s a n s h i p ,  b u t ,  s im p ly ,  a  s e e d ,
The S e e d , and  some s o i l  o f  an  e a r l i e r  M id d le - e a r th  
i n  w h ich  t o  n u r t u r e  i t .
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